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From the East—Wor. Bilavian 

The November 5th stated meet-
ing was well attended, and at 
the end of the meeting we had 
our annual election of the offic-
ers, the lodge elected its offic-
ers as follows. 
 
Secretary Bro. Vram Mar-
tirosyan 
Treasurer Bro. Alex Ashjian 
Junior Warden Bro. Hrag 
Bekerian 
Senior Warden Wor. Travis 
Robinson 
Master Nikoul Bilavian  
 
Bro. Hrag, our new Junior War-
den elect, as one of our young-
est members, has shown allot 
of support to Glendale lodge 
with his dedication, and I am 
sure he will be a good leader 
with a greater vision. To Wor. 
Travis, thank you for your dedi-
cation as well, by serving in the 
line when the duty called and 
excepting to rise up to the occa-
sion and take the Senior War-
dens chair. As well as helping 
the rest of the officers in your 
roll as the officers coach. My 
heart warm appreciation and 
thanks goes to the members of 
the lodge for entrusting and 
reelecting me as the master for 
2014. 

Glendale hall association an-
nounced Bro. Shant Hamamjian 
as the new building manager, 
Bro. Hamamjian with his experi-
ence as a contractor has al-
ways helped the lodge as a 
member in the hall association,  
and I have all the confidence 
that in his new role he will serve 
for the benefit of the lodge. Bro. 
Alex Meloyan was elected to 
serve as a member of the hall 
association to replace Bro. 
Hamamjian, congratulations 
Bro. Alex. 
 
The rest of the month was very 
active also, on the 11th, we 
conferred two 2nd degrees, 
Bro. Gevork Asatryan and Bro. 
Hrachya Khachatryan were 
passed to the fellow craft de-
gree, congratulations brethren 
and look forward to see you ad-
vance in the coming months. 
That night we also had fellow 
craft proficiency delivered by 
Bro. Mike Israyelyan, congratu-
lations Bro.. 
 
The 19th was a very special 
night, the lodge awarded a very 
hard working Brother with the 
Hiram Award, and the recipient 
was none other than our Secre-
tary, Bro. Vram Martirosian. 



This award is highest award 
that a mason in California is 
honored with and since 2009 
Glendale Lodge had not had 
one. Wor. Hamlet Khatcherian 
was the master of the ceremo-
nies, and Wor. Jeff Yates, our 
Inspector, presented the sym-
bolic definition of the Hiram 
Award. Thank you both for a 
wonderful event. The evening 
was concluded by refresh-
ments prepared by Bro. Alex 
Ashjian and his hard working 
wife Valentina, again thank you 
both for all the preparation and 
the tasty food. 
 
Tuesday 26th is the "Admin 
Tuesday" as we have been 
having it since the start of the 
year, it is a social night for all 
the members, where we will 
have Wor. Karekin Karazian 
and our newly elected Junior 
Warden Hrag Bekerian will ex-
emplify a section of the CMC 
and hold discussions on the 
subject, and the elected offic-
ers will have their administra-
tive meeting to plan for the 
stated meeting as well as for 
the upcoming events. Hope to 
see you all! 
 
Before I conclude my mas-
sage, there are two events that 
I would like you to mark your 
calendar and make every effort 
to attend. On the 17th of De-
cember, we are working on 
having a past masters night 

and confer a 3rd degree; Wor. 
Travis is in charge of the event 
and if you would like to partake 
in the degree please contact 
Wor. Travis. 
 
On the 22nd of December, we 
will have our annual Children’s 
Christmas Party at Glendale 
Lodge, if you have kids under 
12 years old and would like to 
attend, please inform the lodge 
of your intend, the age and 
gender of the kid, so the lodge 
can prepare a present to the 
child. 
 
The rest of December the 
lodge will be dark, in ob-
servance of the holidays, and 
the January stated meeting will 
be on the 7th. 
 
I wish you and to your loved 
ones all the best for the rest of 
the year, may the Christmas 
and the New Year be prosper-
ous, Health,  full of joy and 
happiness. 
 
Fraternally,  
Nikoul Bilavian 
Master 





Volume of Sacred Law The Builder 1921 

Many of our American Masons do not understand that in Continental lodges 

the Bible is not upon the altar, but that it is lying on the Master's pedestal, as 

is also the case in some of the English-speaking lodges. It has been decided 

in Massachusetts, after an exhaustive examination of the law and precedent, 

that according to the ancient regulations, it is the Sacred Book of the Law 

which is placed upon the altar. It will be readily understood that the Sacred 

Book of the Law includes the Koran, the Veda, the Scruti, the Pentateuch, as 

well as the Bible.  

Referring to the question of the use of the Holy Bible on the altar in English 

and American lodges, we note in a recent Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 

England that it was decided that the Provincial Grand Lodge of India could 

initiate candidates without interference with religion, and laid down the 

rule, "He need not cease to be a Mohammedan, Buddhist, Hindu, Jew, Chris-

tian, or any other denomination." The Grand Registrar of the Grand Lodge of 

England stated "It is not a question of the Bible being on the altar, it is 'The 

Volume of the Sacred Law.' Among the Christians it is the Old and New Tes-

tament combined. Among the Jews it is the Old Testament alone. Among the 

Mohammedans it is the Koran.   

"During the latter part of 1875, there was considerable stir among the Craft 

lodges in India, as to the propriety of the use of the Koran in Masonic lodges 

under English Constitutions. Considerable correspondence was had with the 

Grand Lodge of England, in London, which brought out the fact of the initia-

tion of the King of Oudh, a Mohammedan, in Friendship Lodge No. 6, in Lon-

don, on April 14, 1836. At the initiatory ceremonies a volume of the Koran 

was used. The book had been furnished by the Grand Master, and the candi-

date was obligated upon it by the Master of the lodge, who was an English 

clergyman. This stopped further discussion, and it was settled in the Grand 

Lodge of England and her colonies, that it was proper to obligate all candi-

dates upon that particular book which they held to be most sacred, and con-

tains the work of Deity. All of this has been accepted and acknowledged as 

correct by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and the annual appointment of 

Grand Shastii bearer, Grand Veda Bearer, Grand Koran Bearer, Grand Bible 

Bearer, etc., has been regularly made." 



Glendale #368 F. & A. M. 

Meets at 244 N. Maryland Ave., Glendale CA 91206 

P.O. Box 329 Glendale, California, 91209 

E-Mail: secretary@glendalemasons.com 

2013 Officers 

Master Wor. Nikoul Bilavian (818) 745-3245 wm@glendalemasons.com 

Senior 

Warden 

Jhairo Echevarria (818) 731-1136 JhairoEchevarria@me.com 

Junior 

Warden 

Wor. Travis Robinson 

PM 

(805) 217-2636 travis@rcs.bz 

Treasurer Alex Ashjian (626) 354-7272 alexashjian@yahoo.com 

Secretary Vram Martirosyan (818) 241-9516 secretary@glendalemasons.com 

Asst  

Secretary 

Armen Keshmeshian (818) 445-4213 newsletter@glendalemasons.com 

 

Chaplain Varouj Meneshian (818) 720-7983 vmtravel@prodigy.net 

Senior 

Deacon 

Hrag Bekerian (626) 487-9445 hragon@hotmail.com 

Junior 

Deacon 

Arman Petrosian (818) 621-4120 armancardiology@yahoo.com 

Marshal Edvin Vartanian (818) 913-1908 edvin003@yahoo.com 

Senior 

Steward 

Shant Hamamjian (818) 968-6694 shanthamamjian@yahoo.com 

Junior 

Steward 

Shant Sarkisian (818) 400-3830 shant_intex@yahoo.com 

Tiler Wor. Robert Martinez 

PM 

(323) 253-2201  

Officers 

Coach 

Wor. Travis Robinson 

PM 

(805) 217-2636 travis@rcs.bz 

Inspector  Wor. Jeff Yates PM (818) 568-9756  

mailto:secretary@glendalemasons.com


From the West—Bro. Echevarria 

From the South—Wor. Robinson, PM 

Masonic Quotes 

“If the government is big enough to give 
you everything you want, it is big enough 
to take away everything you have.” -  

Brother Gerald R. Ford 

Please check the next Trestle Board for the Senior Wardens 

message. 

Thank you for the trust you’ve placed in me by electing me to 
serve as Senior Warden for the ensuing masonic year. Over the 

next few weeks Brother Hrag our Junior Warden-elect and Worshipful Nikoul, 
our Master-elect and I will be meeting to develop our joint vision and opera-
tional strategy for the upcoming years. Now is the time, my brothers to make 
your wishes known. If you particularly enjoyed an activity and want to see it 
continued, or if you have a suggestion that you’d like to see incorporated into 
the strategic plan within the next years then please reach out to Brother Hrag, 
Worshipful Nikoul or myself. While this holiday season is quickly upon us and 
our thoughts turn to family and friends, please spare some thought to our 
Glendale lodge family. How will you plug in and renew your commitment to 
our beloved craft in the new year? Will you participate in the ritual this year? 
Support a fundraiser?  Attend a new lodge activity (or two)? The success of our 
lodge rests with each and every one of us my brother. What part will you play 
in the success of our lodge? 



Hiram Award —Bro. Vram Martirosyan 



Hiram Award —Bro. Vram Martirosyan 



November Birthdays 

Ronald M. Allison 

Stephen A. Azadian 

Raleigh E. Browning 

Kenneth L. Christianson 

Chalmers B. Coleman 

Arthur H. Collins 

Joseph N. Davis, Jr. 

Richard F. Dewey 

Roger D. Enfield 

Andreas Gallanis 

Paul S. Goodwin 

Garth Gragg 

Robert E. Griffin 

John Jordan 

Garabed Karalekian 

Armen Keshmeshian 

Vernon F. Lee, Jr. 

Dennis J. Mac Donald 

Vahe H. Mardigian 

Alex Meloyan 

Michael M. Missakian 

Keith M. Murray 

Robert D. Nellis 

William W. New 

Ernesto R. Parets 

James T. Paynter 

Fernando S. Sibulo 

Wyndon W. Wolfe 



Calendar 

Dec-10 7:30pm Practice  

Dec-17 7:30pm Past Masters night 3rd Degree  

Dec-22       5:00pm Annual Children's Christmas  
  party 

Dec-24 Dark 

Dec-31 Dark 

Jan-7  6:30pm Stated Meeting Dinner  

  7:30pm Stated Meeting  

Jan-11 2014 Installation of Officers 

  6:30pm Dinner 

  7:30pm Installation 

Jan-14 7:30pm Officers Meeting 

Jan-21 7:30pm Degree night 

Jan-28 7:30pm Admin Tuesday / social night 

Feb-4  6:30pm Stated Meeting Dinner 

                       7:30pm Stated Meeting 

For the most updated list of upcoming dates and events 

please visit 

www.GlendaleMasons.com or  

facebook.com/GlendaleMasons 

Board of Trustees:  TBD  Hall Association: TBD 

Committee Meetings 
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