Oct. 2013

From the East—Wor. Bilavian
The month of October started with our
stated meeting on October 1st, which
was also short and sweet.

From the 4th until the 6th of October, the
Wardens and I had the privilege to attend
the annual communication of the Grand
Lodge of California in San Francisco, we
met and greeted some of the Grand lodge
current and past officers, brethren from
different lodges and after the installation
of the new Grand Master and his officers,
had the opportunity to congratulate them
on behalf of Glendale lodge.

owner, Bro. Sarkis Gumrikyan for his generous hospitality.
On October 22nd, we had a first degree
night where we Initiated Bro. Grigor Grigoryan as an Entered Apprentice Mason. I
would like to congratulate him and welcome him to our Fraternity. Also, I would
like to congratulate Bro. Hrag Bekerian
for his excellent work in the East. Also,
thank you to our officers coach Wor.
Travis Robinson for his hard work with all
the officers.

I would like to remind the brethren that
On October 15th, Glendale Lodge had the on October 29th we will have our Admin
honor to present a Golden Veteran
Tuesday and as usual it will be the readAward “50 years pin” to one of its dediing and explaining of a section from the
cated brothers Wor. Felix A. Colon. The
CMC which I’m pretty sure Bro. Hrag
award was presented by our Inspector
Bekerian and Wor. Karekin Karazian have
Wor. Jeff Yates. I would like to congratu- prepared an interesting topic for the
late Wor. Colon and wish he will stay
brethren.
healthy to keep serving Glendale Lodge
On November 5th it is our stated meeting
and Masonry.
and also the election of officers for the
On October 19th, we had our Annual Din- upcoming year.
ner Dance and it was successful and well
On November 19th our secretary Bro.
organized. I would like to thank all those
Vram Martirosyan will receive his Hiram
who supported me to make the event a
Award. It will be at 7:30 PM at the Glensuccessful one. Special thanks to Wor.
dale Masonic Center. Hope to see you all
Hamlet Khatcherian for his hard work,
there.
time, and effort that he provided to make
Fraternally,
the event a successful one. As well as
Wor. Nikoul Bilavian
many thank to Pierre Garden restaurant

Celebrating My Scars by Steve Goodier and Submitted
by Bro. Arman Petrosian

Po Bronson, in his book Why Do I Love These People? (Random
House, 2005), tells a true story about a scarred and stately elm tree.
The tree was planted in the first half of the 20th century on a farm
near Beulah, Michigan (USA). It grew to be magnificent. Today the elm
spans some 60 feet across its lush, green crown. Its trunk measures
about 12 feet in circumference. And a vivid scar encircles the tree.
In the 1950s the family that owned the farm kept a bull chained to the
elm. The bull paced round and round the tree. The heavy iron chain
scraped a trench in the bark about three feet off the ground. The
trench deepened over the years, threatening to kill the tree. But
though damaged so severely, the tree strangely did not die.
After some years the family sold the farm and took their bull. They cut
the chain, leaving the loop embedded in the trunk and one link hanging down. The elm continued to grow and bark slowly covered parts
of the rusting chain that strangled it. The deep gash around the trunk
became an ugly scar.
Then one year agricultural catastrophe struck Michigan—in the form
of Dutch Elm Disease. A path of death spread across vast areas of
countryside. Most elm trees in the vicinity of the farm became infected and died. But that one noble elm remained untouched.
Amazingly, it had survived two hardships. It was not killed by the
bull’s chain years earlier, and this time it outlasted the deadly fungus.
Year after year it thrived. Nobody could understand why it was still
standing in a vast area where most every other elm tree was gone.
Plant pathologists from Michigan State University came out to study
the tree. They looked closely at the chain necklace buried deep in the
scar. These experts reported that the chain itself actually saved the

Celebrating My Scars by Steve Goodier and Submitted
by Bro. Arman Petrosian

elm’s life. They reasoned that the tree absorbed so much iron from
the chain left to rust around its trunk that it became immune to the
fungus. What certainly could have killed the tree actually made it
stronger and more resilient.
As Ernest Hemingway said, “The world breaks everyone and afterward many are strong at the broken places.” The same chain that
severely wounded the tree saved its life in the end.
The story of this tree reminds me that the very things that have
hurt me, physically as well as emotionally, have also helped me
more than I may ever know. Many of them left scars—some of the
scars are visible and some not. But these days I am learning to accept my scars—even to celebrate them.
Why not? My scars remind me that I did indeed survive my deepest
wounds. That in itself is an accomplishment. And they bring to
mind something else, too. They remind me that the damage life has
inflicted on me has, in many places, left me stronger and more resilient. What hurt me in the past has actually made me better
equipped to face the present.
Yes, I have scars. I have decided to look on them as things of beauty. And I will celebrate them.
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From the West—Bro. Echevarria
Please check the next Trestle Board for the Senior Wardens
message.

From the South—Wor. Robinson, PM
Please check the next Trestle Board for the Senior Wardens
message.

Masonic Quotes
“Any fact facing us is not as important as our attitude toward it, for that determines our success
or failure. The way you think about a fact may defeat you before you ever do anything about it.
You are overcome by the fact because you think
you are.” — Norman Vincent Peale, American
minister and Freemason

Golden Veterans Award—Wor. Felix Colon

Golden Veterans Award—Wor. Felix Colon

Calling Off and On
A technical term in Freemasonry which signifies the temporary suspension of labor in a Lodge without passing through the formal ceremony of closing. The full form of the expression is to call from labor to
refreshment, and it took its rise from the former custom of dividing
the time spent in the Lodge between the work of Freemasonry and
the moderate enjoyment of the banquet. The banquet formed in the
eighteenth century an indispensable part of the arrangements of a
Lodge Communication. "At a certain hour of the evening," says Brother Oliver, "with certain ceremonies, the Lodge was called from labor
to refreshment, when the Brethren enjoyed themselves with decent
merriment." That custom no longer exists; and although in England
almost always, and in the United States occasionally, the labors of the
Lodge are concluded with a banquet; yet the Lodge is formally closed
before the Brethren proceed to the table of refreshment.
Calling off in American Lodges is now only used, in a certain ceremony
of the Third Degree, when it is desired to have another meeting at a
short interval, and the Master desires to avoid the tediousness of dosing and opening the Lodge.
Thus, if the business of the Lodge at its regular meeting has so accumulated that it cannot be transacted in one evening, it has become
the custom to call off until a subsequent evening, when the Lodge,
instead of being opened with the usual ceremony, is simply "called
on," and the latter meeting is considered as only a continuation of the
former.
When a Lodge that is called off at a subsequent time resumes work or
business, it is said to be called on. The full expression is called on from
refreshment to labor.

October Birthdays
Edmond
Agop
Howard
Elias
Marcos
Robert
Richard
John
Daniel
Tadeh
Richard
Harry
Robert
Francisco
Louis
Dwayne
Roger
Vahe

Fitzpatrick
Minassian
Roe
Jabra
Martinez
Warren
Arnold
Beems
Galustyan
Keshmeshia
n
Ibrahim
Missakian
Mc Phalen
Guerra
Yaussi
Johansen
Dillon
Karamian

03
04
05
07
07
07
08
09
10
10
11
11
14
16
16
17
19
19

William
Daniel
Robert
Richard
Omar
Antranik
Christopher
William
Stepan
Eric
Joseph
Roupen
Artine
Robert

Waldmann
Gamboa
Kent
Cox
Suleiman
Kamarian
Kayepekian
Wong
Gevorgyants
Rustigian
Slaven
Avsharian
Kokshanian
Gaines

20
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
25
25
27
29
29
30

Calendar
Nov-5

6:30pm Stated Meeting Dinner
7:30pm Stated Meeting election

Nov-12

7:30pm 2nd Degree

Nov-19

7:30pm Hiram Award

Nov-21

7:30pm OSI in Burbank Lodge # 406

Nov-26

6:30pm Magnolia Lodge—Table Lodge

Nov-30

7:30pm Admin Tuesday / Social Night

Dec-3

6:30pm Stated Meeting Dinner
7:30pm Stated Meeting

Dec-10
Dec-17
Dec-24

Dark

Dec-31

Dark

Jan-7

6:30pm Stated Meeting Dinner

7:30pm Stated Meeting

Committee Meetings
Board of Trustees:

TBD

Hall Association: TBD

For the most updated list of upcoming dates and events
please visit
www.GlendaleMasons.com or
facebook.com/GlendaleMasons
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