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What’s inside… 

Glendale Lodge #368 
Masonic Jewels by Bro. John G. Gmson 

May 2013 

Does the square that you wear mean the test by your 

God   

Of the work that you do, and the word that you speak,   

Of the will of your mind, the thought of your heart,   

Of the Past that is gone, of the Future you seek?   

The Compasses you wear, does it mean that you move   

Within the true bound appointed and sure,   

Restricted desire, pleasure defined,   

A yielding of self to the bonds that endure?   

The Triangle too -great emblem of Him   

Who is Maker, and Master, Beginning and End, -   

Do you wear it to show that He is to you   

The Source and the Aim that all others transcend?   

What means the gold trowel that hangs at your chain?   

Does it tell of the mortar of Love that you spread?   

Of the joint well cement with fine brotherly love?   

Of the stones that now lie in the well-mortared bed?   

If 'tis not so, then take the poor jewels away;   

The meaningless bauble will only deceive   

Yourself and the others you meet on your way   

As meaningless lies which none ever believe.  

 

From The Builder, Anamosa, Iowa, April, 1917  

Pictures from  Freemasons Viewpoint on: 

Crimes Against Humanity 

Masonic Wages 

A Dose of Positive Attitude  
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Glendale #368 F. & A. M. 

Meets at 244 N. Maryland Ave., Glendale CA 91206 

P.O. Box 329 Glendale, California, 91209 

E-Mail: secretary@glendalemasons.com 

Master 

Nikoul Bilavian 

(818) 745-3245 

wm@glendalemasons.com 

 

Senior Warden 

Jhairo Echevarria 

(818) 731-1136 

 

Treasurer 

Alex Ashjian 

 

Secretary 

Vram Martirosyan 

(818) 241-9516 

secretary@glendalemasons.com 

 

Asst Secretary 

Armen Keshmeshian 

Rick Cervantes 

Chaplain 

Varouj Meneshian 

(818) 720-7983 

 

Senior Deacon 

Hrag Bekerian 

(626) 487-9445 

 

Junior Deacon 

Arman Petrosian 

(818) 621-4120 

 

Marshal 

Edvin Vartanian 

 

Senior Steward 

Shant Hamamjian 

 

Junior Steward 

Shant Sarkisian 

Tiler 

Robert Martinez PM 

 

Officers Coach 

Wor. Travis Robinson 

(805) 217-2636 

 

Inspector 529th Masonic District 

Wor. Jeff Yates PM 

(818) 568-9756 

2013 Officers 
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 The month of April was a 

successful month! We started the month with 

our stated meeting and thank you to all the 

brethren for participating, there was a great 

number of attendees being present as well. On 

April 7th, we attended the Masonic Service Bu-

reau Breakfast which is held in the honor of our 

Grand Master John Lowe, and I was glad that 

our lodge had a good attendance there, where 

we had two tables reserved. Thank you to all 

those whom attended and supported our Ma-

sonic Service Bureau Breakfast.  As we all know 

that the month of April was Public School Month 

and we had the honor to visit the Cleveland Ele-

mentary School in Pasadena where our Senior 

Grand Warden Wright Worshipful Russell E. 

Charvonia presented a $79,000 check as part of 

our support to our public schools. I would like to 

thank all the brethren for participating and sup-

porting the event. 

I would like to congratulate our newly initiated 

brothers Grikor Hartoonian and Manvel Israyel-

yan and would like to welcome them to our fra-

ternity. It was an excellent first degree. I would 

like to thank Worshipful Hamlet Khatcherian for 

seating in the East and Worshipful Travis Robin-

son for delivering the lecture. 

On April 23rd we had a guest speaker Mr. Arik 

Gevorkian who made a presentation on Freema-

son’s Viewpoint on Crimes Against Humanity. As 

Freemasons, it is important for us to stay in 

touch with our community. It is interesting to 

understand what the public thinks about Free-

masonry and their knowledge on what Freema-

sonry’s point of view is on Crimes Against Hu-

manity. Although, he did not represent the 

whole public, but his presentation gave us the 

opportunity to see that the public expects a lot 

out of Freemasonry in improving the world. I 

would like to go back to last month’s presenta-

tion of our Grand Senior Warden Right Wor. 

Russell Charvonia’s topic on Repairing Our 

World By Improving Ourselves, which had simi-

larities on what Mr. Arik Gevorkian talked about. 

I would like to thank all the brethren for helping 

in making this event successful. 

I would like to thank Wor. Travis Robinson and 

our Senior Deacon Brother Hrag Bekerian for 

reading and delivering the guidance provided in 

the CMC to our brothers in the lodge on Admin 

Tuesday. 

Also, I would like to remind the brethren that on 

May 21st our Inspector Wor. Jeff Yates will pre-

sent the Golden Veteran Award to Wor. Law-

rence Mountjoy for his dedication in the past 50 

years to our fraternity and Glendale Lodge in 

particular. 

Thank you to Wor. Travis Robinson and Bro. Ar-

men Keshmeshian for redesigning our web side. 

I would like remind all the officers that our next 

OSI will be held on June 17th at Magnolia Lodge 

in Burbank. 

Happy Mother’s day to all mothers, and see you 

all soon. 

From the East—Wor. Bilavian 

mailto:secretary@glendalemasons.com
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 As a reminder to the 

Brethren, Glendale Lodge must pay the “Per–

Capita” portion of your annual dues in June to 

California Grand Lodge.  As you can imagine this  

is a huge burden for the lodge to cover this ex-

pense when we have so many outstanding dues 

due. For those whom have not paid yet, please 

do so by June, and for those who cannot please 

reach out to me as soon as possible to  

From the Secretary—Bro. Martirosyan 

Tyre 

 An ancient city of Phoenicia, which in 

the time of King Solomon was celebrated as the 

residence of King Hiram, to whom that monarch 

and his father David were indebted for great 

assistance in the construction of the Temple at 

Jerusalem. Tyre was distant from Jerusalem 

about one hundred and twenty miles by sea, 

and was thirty miles nearer by land. An inter-

course between the two cities and their respec-

tive monarchs was, therefore, easily cultivated 

The inhabitants of Tyre were distinguished for 

their skill as artificers, especially as workers in 

brass and other metals; and it is said to have 

been a principal seat of that skillful body of ar-

chitects known as the Dionysiac Fraternity. 

The City of Sidon, which was under the Tyrian 

government, was but twenty miles from Tyre, 

and situated in the forest of Leballon. The Sido-

nians were, therefore, naturally wood-cutters, 

and were engaged in felling the trees, which 

were afterward sent on floats by sea from Tyre 

to Joppa, and thence carried by land to Jerusa-

lem, to be employed in the Temple building. 

Doctor Morris, who visited Tyre in 1868, de-

scribes it in his Freemasonry in the Holy Land 

(page 91) as a city under ground, lying, like Je-

rusalem, twenty to fifty feet beneath the debris 

or rubbish of many centuries. It consists, to use 

the language of a writer he has cited, of 

"prostrate and broken columns, dilapidated 

temples, and mounds of buried fragments." 

From the West—Bro. Echevarria 

  Brethren, I'd like to encourage you to attend. The 13th Annual Grand Lodge Ma-

sonic Symposium on June 22nd at the Pasadena Scottish Rite. To register visit freemason.org 

Thank you to those that attended public schools month kickoff event, it was a great success.  
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May Birthdays 
Karen Petrosyan, Charles English, Michael Torossian, Robert Haig, Sheridan Youngman, Ken Zerehi, Richard 

Lopez, Richard Marston, John Owens, Gordon Tuck, Roland Altunyan, Carlo Adiamanian, Oran Spencer, 

Wesley Hickman, Frederick Meehan, Taren Robinson, Denison Baldwin, Mark Chestney, Robert Hynes, Sha-

he Shishoian, W.A. Sturdivant, James Bond, Raffi Cutujian, Guy  Hutchinson, Pete Williams, Andrew Tan, 

Trevor Saliba, Samuel Tatevossian, Robert Meissner, Earl Stephens, Russell Haworth, Nebuchadne Garcia, 

Artern Karapetyan, Wesley Ross, Dick Taylor, Harold Smith, Arbi Grigoryan, Vahak Awadisian, Kenneth Da-

vis, George Murphy, Sargis Avanesyan, Larry Larson, Vigen Abovian, Tigran Nazaretyan, Mario Byrne, Ish-

khan Topalian, Rafik Babakhani, Donald Campen, Joe Giocomarra, Kenneth Mohlenkamp, Frank Pepe 

Called From Labor  
The brethren of Glendale Lodge would like to extend their condolences to the families of the 

brothers who were called from labor. 

  Born Raised Called from Labor 

Franklin E. Eastman  9/23/1927 9/16/1975 4/12/2013 

Ronald L. Eastman  6/16/1941 4/30/1977 2/9/2013 

Richard G. Mc Call  2/1/1915 9/16/1947 1/14/2013 

Jefferson M. Van Hoose  5/24/1918 11/25/1960 3/13/2013 

Gary L. Young  11/1/1946 3/27/1969 1/25/2013 
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Freemasons Viewpoint on: Crimes Against Humanity 
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Upcoming Events 

For the most updated list of upcoming dates and events please visit 

www.GlendaleMasons.com or facebook.com/GlendaleMasons 

May 14th  
7:30pm 2nd Degree 

May 21st  
7:30pm Golden Veterans Award 

Wor. Lawrence Mountjoy 

May 28th  
7:30pm Admin Tuesday / Social Night 

June 4th  
6:30pm Stated meeting Dinner (RSVP Required) 

7:30pm Stated Meeting 

June 11th  
7:30pm 2nd Degree 

June 17th  
7:00pm OSI Magnolia Lodge #618 in Burbank 

June 18th  
7:30pm Degree TBD 

June 25th  
7:30pm Admin Tuesday / Social Night 

 

July 2nd  
6:30pm Stated meeting Dinner (RSVP Required) 

7:30pm Stated Meeting 

July 9th  
7:30pm Degree Practice 

July 16th  
TBA 

July 23rd  
7:30pm Degree TBD 

July 30th  
7:30pm Admin Tuesday / Social Night 

August 6th  
6:30pm Stated meeting Dinner (RSVP Required) 

7:30pm Stated Meeting 

Board of Trustees:  June 25th    Hall Association: TBD 

Committee Meetings 
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A Dose of Positive Attitude Sub. By Bro. Arman Petrosian 

Michael is the kind of guy you love to hate. He is al-

ways in a good mood and always has something posi-

tive to say. When someone would ask him how he 

was doing, he would reply, "If I were any better, I 

would be twins!" He was a natural motivator. If an 

employee was having a bad day, Michael was there 

telling the employee how to look on the positive side 

of the situation. Seeing this style really made me cu-

rious, so one day I went up to Michael and asked 

him, "I don't get it! You can't be a positive person all 

of the time. How do you do it?" Michael replied, 

"Each morning I wake up and say to myself, you have 

two choices today. You can choose to be in a good 

mood... or you can choose to be in a bad mood. I 

choose to be in a good mood. Each time something 

bad happens, I can choose to be a victim... or I can 

choose to learn from it. I choose to learn from it. Eve-

ry time someone comes to me complaining, I can 

choose to accept their complaining... or I can point 

out the positive side of life. I choose the positive side 

of life. "Yeah, right, it's not that easy," I protested.  

"Yes, it is," Michael said. "Life is all about choices. 

When you cut away all the junk, every situation is a 

choice. You choose how you react to situations. You 

choose how people affect your mood. You choose to 

be in a good mood or bad mood. The bottom line: It's 

your choice how you live your life." I reflected on 

what Michael said. Soon thereafter, I left the Tower 

Industry to start my own business. We lost touch, but 

I often thought about him when I made a choice 

about life instead of reacting to it. Several years later, 

I heard that Michael was involved in a serious acci-

dent, falling some 60 feet from a communications 

tower. After 18 hours of surgery and weeks of inten-

sive care, Michael was released from the hospital 

with rods placed in his back. I saw Michael about six 

months after the accident. When I asked him how he 

was, he replied, "If I were any better, I'd be twins. 

Wanna see my scars?" I declined to see his wounds, 

but I did ask him what had gone through his mind as 

the accident took place. "The first thing that went 

through my mind was the well-being of my soon-to-

be-born daughter," Michael replied. "Then, as I lay 

on the ground, I remembered that I had two choices: 

I could choose to live... or I could choose to die. I 

chose to live."  "Weren't you scared? Did you lose 

consciousness?" I asked. 

Michael continued... "The paramedics were great. 

They kept telling me I was going to be fine. But when 

they wheeled me into the ER and I saw the expres-

sions on the faces of the doctors and nurses, I got 

really scared. In their eyes, I read, "He's a dead man." 

I knew I needed to take action. "What did you do?" I 

asked.  "Well, there was a big burly nurse shouting 

questions at me," said Michael. "She asked if I was 

allergic to anything. "Yes," I replied. The doctors and 

nurses stopped working as they waited for my reply. 

I took a deep breath and yelled, "Gravity." Over their 

laughter, I told them, "I am choosing to live. Operate 

on me as if I am alive, not dead."   

Michael lived, thanks to the skill of his doctors, but 

also because of his amazing attitude. I learned from 

him that every day we have the choice to live fully. 

Attitude, after all, is everything. Matthew 6:34 states: 

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomor-

row will worry about itself. Each day has enough 

trouble of its own." After all, today is the tomorrow 

you worried about yesterday. 

Enjoy each day, each breath and mostly... each and 

every friend. And remember to start each day with 

an "attitude of gratitude!" 
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Corn, Wine and Oil: 

Corn, wine, and oil are the Masonic elements of conse-

cration. The adoption of these symbols is supported by 

the highest antiquity. Corn, wine, and oil were the 

most important productions of Eastern countries; they 

constituted the wealth of the people, and were es-

teemed as the supports of life and the means of re-

freshment David enumerates them among the great-

est blessings that we enjoy, and speaks of them as 

"wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to 

make his face to shine, and bread which strengthened 

man's heart" (Psalm civ., 15). In devoting anything to religious purposes, the anointing with oil was considered 

as a necessary part of the ceremony, a rite which has descended to Christian nations. The tabernacle in the wil-

derness, and all its holy vessels, were, by God's express command, anointed with oil; Aaron and his two sons 

were set apart for the priesthood with the same ceremony ; and the prophets and kings of Israel were conse-

crated to their offices by the same rite. 

 

 Hence, Freemasons' Lodges, which are but temples to the Most High, are consecrated to the sacred 

purposes for which they were built by strewing corn , wine, and oil upon the Lodge, the emblem of the Holy 

Ark. Thus does this mystic ceremony instruct us to be nourished with the hidden manna of righteousness, to 

be refreshed with the Word of the Lord, and to rejoice with joy unspeakable in the riches of divine grace. 

"Wherefore, my brethren," says the venerable Harris (Discourse iv, 81), "wherefore do you carry corn, wine, 

and oil in your processions, but to remind you that in the pilgrimage of human life you are to impart a portion 

of your bread to feed the hungry, to send a cup of your wine to cheer the sorrowful, and to pour the healing oil 

of your consolation into the wounds which sickness hath made in the bodies, or afflictions rent in the heart, of 

your fellow-travelers?" 

 

 In processions, the corn alone is carried in a golden pitcher, the wine and oil are placed in silver vessels, 

and this is to remind us that the first, as a necessity and the "staff of life," is of more importance and more 

worthy of honor than the others, which are but comforts. 

 

 

Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry 


